PREFACE

The motto of Hum Sab Hindustani Trust (HSHT) is Integration through interaction.
One of the modes of interaction it recommends is inter-faith dialogue. To help ordinary
citizens to conduct such a dialogue, it has decided to bring out a brochure with the
title, The Layman's Guide to Inter-faith Dialogue. A copy of the Manifesto of HSHT
is included accordingly.

This brochure is, in a sense, an off-shoot of the Seminar on National Integration
held by Prakasam Institute of Development Studies in March 1995. Several members
of HSHT participated in the Seminar and conducted inter - faith dialogue. I have
drawn liberally from the papers presented therein and the discussion that followed.
Special mention may be made of the papers: Hinduism by Prof. P. Sriramachandrudu;
Islam: According to Quran and the Traditions of the Prophet by Prof. Shah Manzoor
Alam; and The Christian Perspective by Rev. Dr. Yesuratnam. Mention may also be
made of the presentation made by Prof. Saleh Mohammed Alladin on Islam during
the discussion.

Besides, I have greatly benefited from the study of the following books: Muhammad
and the Quran by Rafiq Zakaria (Penguin Books, 1991); Major Themes of the Quran
by Fazlur Rahman (Bibliotheca Islamica, Chicago, 1980); Mishkat AI-Masabih by
James Robsoh (Sh. Md. Ashraf, Lahore, 1975); Islam, A Historical Survey by H.A.R.
Gibb (Henry Martyn Institute of Islamic Studies, Hyderabad and Oxford University
press, 1979); The meaning of the Glorious Koran by Mohammad Marmaduke Pickthall
(Taj Company, New Delhi, 1991); Hinduism, the Eternal Religion by M.D. Chaturvedi
(Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay 1992); World Religions by Ganga Somany (OM
Somany Charity Trust, Calcutta 1992); The Bhagavadgita As It is (A,C. BhaktiVedanta
Swami Prabhupada, Bhakti Vedanta Book Trust, Hare Krishna Land, Juhu, Bombay,
1992) and the Holy Bible (The Gideons, (1978).

With a view to keep the narrative smooth and free flowing, I have tried to avoid
quotations from the scriptural texts except where I considered such quotations
essential for authenticating the statements. The Koranic verses cited have been
taken from Pickthall's book referred to above. References to Paighamber-E-lkhlaq
are taken from the Paper on Islam by Prof. Shah Manzoor Alam circulated at the
Seminar of March 1995. Similarly, quotations from Manusmriti and other Hindu
religious texts have been taken from Prof. Sriramachandrudu's paper at the above
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